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The critical place of rainfed farming 

West Bank agriculture is characterized by pronounced dominance of 

rainfed patterns of farming. The area under irrigation amounts 

to no more than 5 percent of all cultivated land, and as this is 

due mainly to such rigid factors as rough topography and tight 

Israeli control of water resources, there seems little prospect 

for a substantial increase in the foreseeable future. Consequently, 

rainfed farming will remain for a long time the backbone of the 

West Bank's agriculture and offers the largest potential for 

Growth. Besides, this sector is the one most closely linked with 

the fundamental elenents of resource conflict, namely, land and 
labour, 

This is reflected clearly in the widening 
gap between purchase price of Production inputs and sale pri. le price 

fed of rainfed produce. Consequently, Profitability is noticeably 
low when compared with other investaent option Feesapecseae 

capital. 

In fact, if farmers in dryland areas were to evaluate their 
enterprises on purely economic criteria, they would be much 
better off selling their land and leaving for Jordan and the Gulf 

states, where labour and capital are mich more remunerative. 

Fortunately, this has not been the case, partly due to an intrinsic 

attachment to land, and partly due to the notably efficient 

Mobilization of labour and capital inputs which have low 

alternative investment possibilities. 

Development of rainfed agriculture 

The basic objective of this study has been to show how to assist 

farmers in dry areas raise their profit margins and expand their 

Production base. Chapter X laid down the objectives of a development 

strategy which places emphasis on extensive land and labour use 

tion, 
Yather on capital and labour intensive projects. In this connection, 
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