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1, A major constraint ensuing from rough topography is the

difficulty of constructing workable agricultural roads

connecting farms with asphalted highways. This has complicated
the process of modernizing production techniques and created

a number of important marketing problems. The construction of
agricultural roads is stalled by inadequate funding and implicit

official opposition.

Given the rigidity of West Bank topographic problems, and
L]

i
considering the wulnerability of "deserted" land to Israeli
acruisitd
on, development planners will have to re-orient their

priorities in
the direction of Fore extensive exploitation of

land resources, Thi
§ adsittedly, {5 one of the basic premises

for the present Tesearch,
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ample evidence to indicate that larger farm siz

countries often leads to lower pmmctivj.ty,l the converse holds

true when the size of holdings gets too small. The definition of
optimal size in a country, even as small as the West Bank, requires
localized research inwolving a number of technical, economic and
social attributes. In this section we shall only explore the

basic features of land ownership and size of holdings.

Land ownership in the West Bank, as well as in most countries of

the Middle East, is beset with two conflicting problems, feudal-

size ownerships and excessive fragmentation, Averaging on the

country as a whole, the size of holding in the West Bank is less
than 38 d:nms.z This estimate is too crude, as it conceals wide

differences in land quality and extreme variations in size of

holdings.

Feudal land ownership had affected Palestine on a scale not much

different from the other countries in the region under Ottoman

rule for about four centuries. [ue to a mixture of factors
inwlving extreme poverty and Ottoman land bribes to favoured
leaders and proteges (most of whom were Syrians and Lebanese),
land ownership in Palestine developed along pronounced classical
feudal patterns. By the turn of the century there were six

families in Palestine who owned 23 percent of all cultivated land,

while there were 16,910 families who owned only ¢ percent of .H;.3
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